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This third edition of Laying down the criminal law: A handbook for youth workers is 
essential to understanding young people’s experiences with criminal justice in Queensland. 
The text comprises detailed scenarios of situations where a young person would have contact 
with the system, and young people ‘in trouble’ (for example, being excluded from school). 
The text discusses how workers support the young person in talking to police, going to court, 
or being a victim of crime. One scenario notes how a youth worker responds to 15 year old 
Stephen staying at a youth shelter after leaving home and having contact with police. 
Scenarios are supplemented with information about confidentiality and negligence, and how 
workers consider these concepts supporting young people. 
Detailed legal information kits (for instance, information about police searches) complement 
scenarios, with facts about police rights and young peoples’ rights in each situation (going 
through the court process for example). Kits are supplemented by papers providing specific 
instruction about criminal justice process. For example, ‘Can young people under 18 make 
their own decisions?’ explains Gillick competence and how to work in the best interests of a 
child. This is combined with a human rights based framework developed by the Youth 
Advocacy Centre directing workers and practitioners to prioritise young peoples’ human 
rights. This is vitally important in a justice system overlooking, and sometimes breaching, 
young peoples’ human rights. Together, the kits, papers, and framework provide practical 
information to be used in the day-to-day working lives of youth workers. 
This text is essential for university courses on youth justice. Its human rights focus moves 
students beyond media-perpetuated understandings of young people as criminals needing 
punishment, and towards young people actively participating and being supported in criminal 
justice process. It will facilitate supportive worker-young person relationships to safeguard 
their rights at each step. This is a crucial text for youth workers and practitioners supporting 
young people who have contact with the criminal justice system. 
